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Meta Colle

NEW VENTURE Apart frorh studying in various DU colleges, students
will get an opportunity to be mentored by teachers from other institutes

HT Correspondent

u htreporters@hindustantimes coth

NEW DELHI:The new academic
session at Delhi University (DU)
brought in a wave of change as
the varsity started its Meta
College programme with the
introduction of BTech in
Humanities course.

Students will now have a myr-
iad options to pick from as their
core specialisation area, While
the course will be conducted by
the Cluster Innovation Centre
(CIC), students will have the

option of choosing between jour-

nalism, education counselling,
historical tourism, art and
design.

"So far the response has been
positive. It has just been two
days and we have received more
than 120 applications. We are
sure that by August 1 the num-
bers will be quite high," said a

WHAT 15 META COLLEGE?

« First Meta College course -
BTech in Humanities - was
launched on Wednesday
u Conducted by the Cluster

" Innovation Centra (CIC)
w» Students can choose from
Media studies, education coun-
sefling, Historical Tourism, art
and design o F
= Course spread out over 8 _
semesters (4 years)
= Last date of Application -
August1
x Entrance Test to be held on
August 5 o

, wClasses start from August 16

CIC official. While students will
be inducted through a written
test and a personal interview
for 40 coveted seats, the wide
range of subject combinations
has students' interest piqued.

For those who take up the
course, not only will there be an
opportunity to study across dif-
ferent DU colleges, but other
institutes such as the Institute
of Lifelong Learning and Central
Institute of Education (DU) and
AJK Mass Communication
Research Centre of Jamia Millia
Islamia (JMI) University.

"It is a great opportunity for
students to explore different
disciplines and use their prac-
tical and theoretical knowledge
intheir research projects, These
students will also be mentored
by some great minds from other
institutes, which will give them
a wide exposure,” said vice chan-
cellor, Dinesh Singh,

Singh also added that stu-
dents who graduated four years
hence would be at par with some
of the best minds from the eoun-
try, the novelty of the course
notwithstanding,

Ragging chec;k
in DU hostels

T CURB any incidents
of ragging that may have
been found within Delhi
University (DU), police
and DU officials paid a
surprise visit to the
Hindu, Ramjas and
Hansraj College hostels.
However, officials were
int for a pleasant surprise
when matters were found
in order in all the three
hostels."We have not -
found any incident of rag-
ging so far. In fact, we
ohserved that the facilities
in all the hostels are excel-
lent and the students are
very happy. Next week,
we will inaugurate and
check the hostel that has
been made for north east-
ern students,” said Usha
Rao, proctor, DU, HTC
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Scrappiné JEE
format will dilute IT'T
brand: Online poll

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAT, HULY 26

THE Indian Institutes of
Technology (1Ts) and the
Ministry of Human Resou-
rce Developmeni (MHRD)
have arrived at a compro-
mise formuia on the new en-
france test but an online poll
among HT Bombay alumni,
faculty and students reveals
that 89 per cent believe
scrapping the current Joint
Entrance Examination
(JEE) format will cventu-
ally dilute brand 1, even as
78 per cent have voted
against the current structure
ol JEE reforms.

The resuits of the poli,
conducicd by the HT Bom-

bay Alumni Association
(LHITBAA), had been sub-
mitied 1o the IIT Bombay
scnate that meton Wednes-
day to pass a resolution on
the new compromise for-
mula for admission 1o the
s HTBAA said though
the poll was started before
the compromise formula
was arrived af, there was no
noticcabie change in the
voting paitern cven after-
ward.

“In the wake of the HT
Council decision to change
the JEE format, the IIT-
BAA initiated a survey on
the issue to solicit alumni
opinion and provide visibil-
ity to alumni viewpoinis...
We  received 1,800 re-
sponscs [rom net just HT
Bombay alumni, student
and faculfv but also a fair
number of other II'TS as
well,”  said  Damayvanti
Bhattacharya, chiel operat-
ing officer, IITBAA.

According to the survey,
78 per cent said they did not
support the ministry deci-
sion o creatc a fwo-tier
common cnirance test as a
reasonable compromise be-
tween the desires  of
MHRD and maintaining
the meritocracy of 15, “H
shows that an overwhelm-
ing majority ol respondents
have voted against the cur-
rent structure of JEE re-
forms,” said Bakul Desai,
director, board of directors,
HTBAA.
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Youth gives up IIT
course to fight graft

Says He Was Moved By Anna’s Stir Last Year

Prerna Sadhl
T

Prerna Sodhi | TN

NewDelhi:In2011, when Anil
Kumarjoined the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Delhi, he
had dreams like many others
tograduate as an engineer. He
had not expected that he will
giveit all up to single-minded-
ly fight corruption. Youngest
in the family, Kumar was
moved by the anti-graft move-
ment last year in August. It
was then that he decided to be
apartof the movement.

“Last year when Anna Ha-
zare sat on fast, college stu-
dents had organized a candle-
light march. The entire
experience had moved meand
I started following the move-
ment. I was hopeful that the
government will wake up to
the problem, but that did not
happen,” said Kumar, who is
from Saharanpur.

“So I decided to join the
movement and work towards
weeding out corruption. It
was on July 25, 2012, that I de-
cided to give up my sourse at
IIT,” added Kumar Kumar,
who has completed two semes-
ters in Masters in Technology
from the institute, is fasting
along with Team Anna at Jan-

i

STUDENT POWER: Anil Kumar was supported by 200 fellow students

tar Mantar. The 24-year-old,
who worked hard to get into
the institute, says he has lost
faith in the system and that a
degree will not helphim. “Ido

JOINING HANDS

not want to take a degree and
be a part of the corrupt sys-
tem. I'd much rather work for
society,” said Kumar.

Kumar, the only IIT stu-
dent to be fasting, was sup-
ported by 200 students from
the instituteat Jantar Mantar.

He says he took his parents’
permission before forsaking
hisdegree, asthey had worked
very hard to get him educated.

“My parents used to work
as labourers when 1 was in
school. They have toiled to get
me educated. So I took their
permission before quitting
my studies,” said Kumar.

Kumar’s father use to
mend tyres when he was a
child. “They were supportive
of my idea. They have been af-
fected by corruptiontoo,”said
Kumar:
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CBI books ex-VC
of Ignou for
favouring univs

Meeraj Chauhan | Tam

New Delhi: The CEI on Fri-
day registered a case against
former Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University (Ig-
now) vice-chancellor ¥V N Ra-
jasekharan Pillai for
allegedly granting permis-
glon to two private universi-
ties, Purgab Technical Uni-

versity and Siklim Manipal
¢ Overruled UGC, P 15

University, to run distance
education courses in viola-
tion of rules.

The agency also conduct-
edsearchesathis premises in
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kottavam in Kerala and
seized somedocuments.

Pillai was also the chair-
man of the Distance Educa-
fion Couneil.
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Distance Edu Council
overruled AICTE, UGC

Neeraj Chauhan |tun

New Delhi: The Distance
Education Council, which
monitors standards of open
universities and distance edu-
cation institutes in the coun-
rv. had allowed Punjab Tech-
nical University and Sildkim
Manipal University to offer
certain courses after allegedly
overruling the opinion of the
Joint committes of AICTE, Ig-
nouand UGC,

According to the agency's
FIR, thetwoinversitiesmade
close to Rs 470 crore by run-
ning distance learning cours-
e=at theircentres in five vears.
The FIR was filed against Pil-
lai, unknown cofficials of the

twio unversitiesand some of fi-
cials of (Ignoul CBI officials
aaid they were trving to ascer-
tain if Pillai received illegal
eratification in return for fa-
vouring thetwo varsities, Offi-
cials said SMIUT admitted 176
lakh students in its 728 study
centres all over India between
2004 and 201 1and made a profit
of R= 85 crore. Similarly PTU
admifted sewveral lakh sta-
dents in its 8 cenfres and
made aprofit of R= 284 crore.
“Both universities did not
get the approval of the joint
committes of AICTE, UGC
and Ienou but Pillai still gave
approval for the courses set-
ting aside the laid down guide-
lines,"a CBIofficersaid.

The FIR =aid, “SMI 1= a
self-financed state university
established in 1965, It had ap-
proached DEC in 2004 for ap-
proval of conducting 51 cours-
es/programmes in distance
mode, The experts of DEC ex-
amined thestdymaterialand
ohserved discrepancies which
were communicated to SMU
ot.July 8, 2006, Without any de-
liberation/examination of the
response of SMU, Prof V Pillai
allowed a provisional approv-
alfor a periodof one year: iefor
072008 and post facto recog-
nition was given on August 29,
07 by manipulating minutes
of meetings of the third mest-
ingof thejoint committes held
on Angust T, 2007
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